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that, and for the four pounders, which were also deficient in ball. CoL Oswald, on the other side, was better prepared, and with some heavy guns, did them considerable damage,* and every effort was made to annoy them, as they were ascending, and at their return. At Hurly, Lamb received the following letter from Col. Mai com:
ALBANY, Oct. 18, 1777. Dear Sir:
I hope you will soon be in a sufficient force to put you in possession of F. M. Write me by the return of this express, what is wanted, and every thing that you can suggest. If the fort falls, can not the fleet be shut in? I think so; if that is the case, they ought not to be annoyed in the river, nor alarmed in any way; nor any communication allowed with them. 30 odd ps of train, in B.'s camp, chiefly small; 4 12, two 24s, two 8 inch howitzers, and I think 4 or 5 royals. You will see my letter to the Governor. The sooner I have your letter, the better. Maj. Stevens, of artillery here, appears to be very clever, and hath every kind of stores, in abundance. Your estimate then. It's necessary for me to stay here. I'll tell you why, when I see you. Burgoyne is here.
Yrs affec'y,
W. MALCOM.| Col. LAMB.
Here Col. Lamb received intelligence of the misfortunes of two of his old friends. Holt, the patriot printer, who, on the evacuation of New York, had removed to New Haven, sending a part of his materials to Danbury, which were much scattered, when the British destroyed that town; afterwards removed to Kingston, to which place, Christopher Colles had also retired for safety; but both these unfortunate non-combatants were driven off by the enemy, and their property destroyed by the conflagration of Kingston.J
The officers on the west side of the river, were ordered to Putnam's head quarters, and by appointment, Col. Lamb met Gen. James Clinton, at New Windsor, from whence they pro-
* Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.          fldem.          JIdem.